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	INTERREG III B / CADSES (2000 – 2006)

                             (This is not the Application Form!)

	Project title

Follow up from INTERREG II C

Links to other III B projects
	Establishing Complex Organizations for Rural Development

_______yes___X___no

__X / L.O.T.O._ yes / name_______no

	Acronym
	ECoORD

	Priority/Measure
	I. Promoting spatial development approaches and actions for social and economic cohesion / 3. Shaping rural development

	Summarised description of the project (max. 750 characters)
	The ECoOrd Project aims at transnational cooperation between rural regions in Europe facing common key challenges of future development. These challenges are: (1) establishment of sustainable regional economies , (2)  stabilization   of  demographic changes and (3) promoting consciousness of socio-cultural heritage and traditional cultural landscapes. The cooperation will focus on the establishment of a a transdisciplinary organization network between the partner regions.  These network shall catalyze and coordinate bottom-up development initiatives, based and oriented on local strengths, specializations and opportunities  of the regions. The ECoORD Project devides into three work packages (WP). Each WP consists of  an economic field of activities with a complementary tool for cultural-natural concerns.

1. WP: Land use structures – Landscape values

2. WP: Production and marketing – Traditions and specific know-how

3. WP: Tourism – Management of environmental resources

	Project duration
(start/finalisation and months)
	February 2006 – January 2008 (24 months)

+ formal conclusions (reports, accounts) until June 2008

	Project cost (in EURO)
	Total project costs: … €       EFRE funding: 800.000 €
(of that are national co-financing: …)

	Lead Partner
(name and address)
	Corvinus University of Budapest

Budapest 1118 Villanyi ut 35-43, Hungary

	Project co-ordination and
-management
(name and address)
	Dora Drexler

Corvinus University of Budapest

Budapest 1118 Villanyi ut 35-43, Hungary

	Financial management
(name and address)
	Miklós G. Fülöp and

Balázs Bokros

Bolyai Workshop Foundation

Budapest XII. Budakeszi út 38-40, Hungary 

	Project partner 

· already involved:

partner 1 (name and address)

partner 2 (name and address)

…

partner n (name and address)

· additional help with finding partners:

type of partners and country
	Prof. Dr. Ludwig Trepl, Dipl.-Ing. LA Johannes Gnädinger

Technische Universität München

Lehrstuhl für Landschaftsökologie

Am Hochanger 6, D-85350 Freising

Ferenc Köhalmi, Péter Antal

Bolyai Workshop Foundation

Budakeszi út 38-40. XII. H-Budapest

Firtos Association and Harghita County

(Partner Region in Romania)

Miklós G. Fülöp

economist, entrepreneur,

Budapest and Targu Mures (Romania)

Dr. Botond Héjj, Endre Schiberna, Péter Kalincsák

University of West-Hungary, Faculty of Forestry Department of Forest Policy and Economics

Bajcsy-Zs. utca 4., H-9400 Sopron

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Pröbstl

Universität für Bodenkultur Wien, Institut für Landschaftsentwicklung, Erholungs- und Naturschutzplanung 

Peter Jordan-Straße 82. 

A-1190 Wien, Österreich

Generally interested persons and institutions:
Prof. Dr. Gábor Kolumbán

Sapientia University, Department for Economics

Csikszereda, Romania

Dr. Doris Pokorny

Biosphärenreservat Rhön

Oberwaldbehrunger Str. 4

D-97656 Oberelsbach

Anna Rossi

Lombardy Region, Directorat-General “Territory and Urban Planning”

Via Sassetti 32/2 

I - 20124 Milano

Blanka Bartol, Jelka Hudoklin

Ministry of the Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy; Office for Spatial Development

Ljubljana, Slovenien



	Problem to be addressed:

(max. 750 characters)
	Many rural areas in Europe are still reserves of a variety of specific natural and cultural values. These values evolved from a land-bound way of living since the settlement of man. Sociopolitical and socioeconomic changes – mostly from the second half of the 20th century – had discrepant effects on the economic productivity and social structure of rural regions. Today major problems of today are 

· the decline of the rural population as a result of the unsatisfactory local employment and working possibilities, 

· the loss of specific rural activities and know-how, e. g. in the fields of agriculture, gastronomy, handcrafts or folk culture, 

· giving up of traditional land uses , coupled with a threatening loss of traditional landscape structures and values.

These problems are closely interlinked and cannot be solved without learning from of  innovative solutions of example regions (state of art) and without the establishment of structured development strategies to strengthen region-internal and transreginal forces. The ECoORD Project addresses the above mentioned problems by establishing adequate organizational structures between the partner regions in order to contribute to the integration, coordination and solution of the complex challenges of rural development.

	Main objectives

(max. 750 characters)
	a) Innovative, competitive and sustainable economic structures

b) Protection, management and development of cultural and natural heritage

· Landscape maintenance and development

· Smooth cultural and ecological tourism

· Regional economic stabilization, labelling

· Demographic stabilization

· Best practice of bottom-up (cooperative) regional development planning

	Expected activities & results

(max. 750 characters)
	The partnership between ECoORD regions – supported by universities, public authorities and private organizations, enterprises and individuals – will contribute to long-term solutions of core problems in rural development not only within the partner regions but, through providing best practice examples, also in further rural areas.

	Reference to European and national spatial develop-ment policy issues (e.g. EUREK, CEMAT, BROP, LEP etc.)
	Reference to ESDS (European Space Development Scheme):

Management of land transformations with a focus on both environmental and historical-cultural qualities becomes a priority objective that was almost ignored in documents issued before ESDS.

A concept of dynamic management of natural and cultural heritage is emerging with ESDS. It replaces a defensive strategy (which was quite common  in the various countries’ operational policies and tools) and suggests “careful management” of natural and cultural resources, with a focus on qualitative socio-economic development; it considers “landscape” an important element for development strategies.

The integrated strategy of land development, as outlined by ESDS, shall be reached through voluntary cooperation between the various subjects acting on the territory so as to: harmonize the various specialized policies applied to the same territory (horizontal coordination); implement complementary policies involving people at different administration levels in the same geographical area (vertical coordination); support the increasingly relevant role of local and regional authorities in land development; underline the importance of getting access to information and data.

	Additional information and papers (maps; organisation patterns, charts etc.)
	(in progress)


